


ATV’s in State Parks

House Roil Cali #23

1.0 378 An Actto Prohibit the Use of Aliterrain
Vehicles in Siate Parks.

House Motion: Accept Majority Ought Noi to Pass
Report :

Correct Yote: NO :

House Vote: April 4, 1991; Yes 101, No 37, Absent
13; Motion Prevailed

Description: This bill would have prohibited the use of

all-terrain vehicles in Maine’s state parks. The biil was:

proposed in resppnse to the establishment of an
experimental ATV trail in Mount Blue State Park. The
Bill was kiiled by the Legislature. .

| Smoking in Public Places

House Roll Call #107

LD 1134 An Act o Prolect Citizens from the Effects of |

Envircnmental Tobacco Smoke

House Motion: Accept Majority Ougm o Pass Report
as Amended

Correct Yote: YES

House Vote: June 5, 1821; Yes 45, No 101 Absent 5;
Motion Failed

Dexcription: This bill proposed agenerai ban onsmoking -

inenclosed arsas otpublicplaces. Thebiliwas amended
in commitiee to narrow ihe ban. The amended bill
exempied restaurants, taverns, private offices, small
stores, civic auditortums and several other types of
gstablishments. The bill was killed by the Legislature.

| Solid Waste/Plastic Bags

House Hﬂll Call #88

LD 1168 An Actto Ailow the Use of Either Paper or
Plastic Bags at Point of Retaii Sale

Heouse Motion: indefinitely Postpone Bill and Papers

Correct Vote: YES

House Vote: May.30, 1991; Yes 57, No 82, Absent 12;
Moticn Failed

Description: This biil proposed repealmg the law requir-
ing retailers to use paperbags unless plasticbags are
requested by the customer. The original law was
designed o give a preference io paper bags over
plastic bags because paper is derived from a renew-
able natural resource and results in less of a solid
waste disposal problerm. The bili was. amended to
allow retailers te freely use ptastic bags provided that
they had & collection receptacie available jor the
recycling of the bags. This bill was one of several
atiempts in the 115th Maine Legislature fo repeal and
urdermineg Maine’s tough solid waste laws enacted
only a few years earfier, The bill was enacted into law.

‘Senate Yote:

Solid Waste/Plastic Rings

House Roli Call #124 Senate Roll Calf #85

LD 842 An Act to Modify the Ban on Piastic Rings and
Other Plastic Holding Devices

House Motion: Enactment of Emergency Legislation

Correct Voie: NO

House Vote: June 8, 1991; Yes 99, No 47, Absent 5;
Moation Failed (2/3 vote required for emergency
passage}

Senate Motion: Passage to be Engmssed

Correct Vote; NO

Senate Vote: June 10, 1991; Yes 26, No 7 Absent 2;
Motion Prevailed.

Description: Thisbillundermined the State sbanon“six-
pack yokes” and cther plastic devices used to hold
beverage confainers together. These devices had
been banned by an earlier Legisiature because ofthe
danger thatthey pose to wildlife and their contribution

. io Maine’s solid waste disposal problems. This bill
delayed the ban, which was to have taken affect on
July 1, 1881. It provided manufacturers with broad
exemptions from the original ban. The billwas passed
and signed into law.

Land Acquisition Bond

House Roll Call #1862 Senzte Rofi Call #73

LD 818 An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond
Issue in the Amaount of $50,000,000 for Land for
Maine’s Future

House Motion: Enactment

Correct Yote: YES

House Vole: June 12, 1991; Yes 88, No 42, Abseni 4;
Motion Prevailed

Senate Motion: Enactment

Correct Voie: YES

June 13, 1881; Yes 20, No 13, Absent 2;
Motion Failed (2/3 vote required for bond issues)

Description: * The bill proposed a $50,0030,000 land
acquisition bond for public purchase of important rec-
reational, scenic and wildlife lands. The amount was
reduged in committee to $5,000,000. The bond was
passed by the Legislature, but was not approved by
Maine voters in the fall etection.

Motor Vehicle Efficiency

House Roll Call #300
LD 1709 An Actto Promote Motor Vehicle Efficiency

House Metion: Accept Majority Ought Not o Pass

. Report

Correct Vote: NO

House Vote: February i1, 1982; Yes 89, NG 53,
Absent 8; Metion Prevailed

_ Description: This bill proposed replacing the 5% sales

tax on certain motor vehicles with a varighle tax rate of
0% tc 10% based on the fuel efficiency of the vehicle
relative to others in its size class. The purpose of the
variable rate is to encourage the purchase of the most

" fuel efficient vehicles within each size class, thereby
reducing air pollution and the consumption of gasoline.
The bill was kilied by-the Legislature.



/ Citizen Enforcement

House Roll Call #306

LD 1551 An Actta Supplement State Environmentai—
Enforcemerit

House Motion: Accept Majorsty Ought Notto Pass
Report

Correct Yote: NO

House Vole: February 18, 1992; Yes 102, No 38,
Absent 10, Excused 1; Motion Prevailed

Description: This hill would have allowed a Maine resi-
dentloinitiale alegal enforcement action for an alleged
violziion of laws protecting the envircnment and the
State’s naturai resources. This hill represented the

most recent of many efforts te give citizens this right.

Like proceeding initatives, this b;!! was killed by the
Legislature.

LURC Subdivision

House Roli Cail #351

LD 2128 An Actio Amend the Subdivision Laws within
the Jurisdiclion of the Maine Land Use Hegulatlon
Cormmission

House Motion: Enactment

Correct Yole: NO

House Vote: March 17, 1992; Yes 92, No 44, Abseni
15; Motion Prevailed

Description: This bill changed the definition of subdivi-

sion used by the Land Use Regulation Commissionin
crder to exempt the large-lot subdivision proposals of
several developers from LURC review. Previously,
the Legislature had closed a lsophole in LURC’s
statute which had allowed large-iot subdivisions to
cceurwithout environmental review, This bill will resuit
in the subdivision of over 10,000 acres of Maine forest
land. The bill was passed by the Legislature and signed
into faw.

Motor Vehicle Emissions

House Roli Call #3985 Senate Roll Cali #47

LD 2308 An Actip Establish the Motor Vehicle:
Emission Inspection Program

House Motien: Engctment

Correct Yoie: YES.

Heouse Vote: March 26, 1992; Yes 77, No 69, Absent
5; Motion Prevailed

Senate Motien: Enactment

Correct Vote: YES

Senate Voie: March 26, 1592; Yes 24, No 10, Absent
1; Motion Prevailed

Descr:ptmn This bill proposed the establrshment ofa
niennial metor vehicle emission testing program {o
reduce the amount of air pollution in the state. The
programwill helpio bring Maine in compliance with the
Federal Clean Air Act and reduce the human health
fisks calised by air pollution. The bill was amended but
reiained its prirmary provisions. ltwas enacted into law.

| Criminal Penalties

House Roll Call #4056

LD 1654 An Actio Facilitate Criminal Enforcement of
the Envirenmental Laws

House Motion: Ought Notto Pass Commitiee Report
wo

Correct Yote: NG

HMouse Vote: March 27, 1992; Yes 91, No 53 Absent
7; Motion Prevailed

Description “This biil proposed strengthening eriminat
enforcement of Maine's environmential laws. It wouid
havefacilitatedthe prosecution of environmental crimes
andincreased criminal penai ties. Thebill was killed by
the Legislature.

' Energy Standards
Senate Roll Call #11

LD 361 An Actio Expand the Appllcablhty of Certain
Energy Standards

Senate Motion: Shall this Bill Become Law Notwith-
standing the Objections of the Governor

Correct Vote: YES )

Senate Vote: January 7, 1992; Yes 19, No 13, Absent
3; Mation Failed, Veto Sustained

. Description: This bill would have expanded Malnes

energy building standards to homes where the owner
is Involved in the construction of the housse. The bill
was amended in committee to allow a continued ex-
emption for houses that are actually physically built by
the owner. The biil was passed by the Lagistature, but
vetoed by the Governor. The Legislature failed to -
override the veto.

Coal-Fired Power Plants

Senate Roll Call #36

LD 2288 An Act to Require a Total Least-cost Energy
Pian and to Establish a Moratorium on Fossil-fuel
Fired Electric Generation Facilities in This State

Senate Motlon: To Recede from the Qught Mot to Pass
Report and Concur to: Passage to be Engrossed as
Amended by Cormnmittee Amendment "A”

Correct Vote: YES

Senate Vote: March 18, 1992; Ves 15, No 19, Absent
1; Motion Failed.

Descnptmn The original bili cafied forthe establishment
of a least-cost energy plan that gives preference o
generating facilities that do not result in significant
pollution problems. [twould have placeda moratorium
on the construction of new fossil-fuel fired electric
plants until 1893 to give the Public Utilities Commis-
sion the opportunity to study the need for these new
facilities. The billwas amended in commities to simply
place a moratoritm on the construction of ceal-fired
power plants. The bill was killed by the Legisiature.
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Enclosed is my coniribution of: $100 350

1 would like to volunteer to help MLCY ‘

Telephone

MName

Address

@ Please make checks pavable o the Maine League

@ Copyri%pt 1992 Malne League of Conservation Voters;

KAnrahall Rok Troasurar



